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CORRESPONDENCE OF PRESIDENT TYLER. 
Religious Freedom. 
To Joseph Simpson* 

Washington, July 10, 1843. 
Dear Sir: 

The Notice which you mention in your letter of the 3d instant 
has only been called to my attention by your reference to it. I 
presume that it is nothing more than a contemplated assemblage 
of certain officers of the army and navy in their character of 
citizens and Christians, having for its object the inculcation 
upon others of their religious tenets, for, as they believe, the 
benefit and advantage of Mankind. A similar call on the part 
of any other religious sect would be alike tolerated under our 
institutions. The Government has nothing to do with the publi- 
cation, nor has it issued from any one of the departments. 
Whether General Scott is to preside over the meeting, I am not 
in any way other than through your letter informed. If he at- 
tends, it will not and cannot be in his character of General in 
Chief of the army. He will necessarily for the time being lay 
aside his sword and epaulets, and appear, it is true, as a distin- 
guished citizen, but in no other light than as a citizen. Was he 
a Hebrew and of the same tribe with yourself, his right to pre- 
side in your synagogue, if permitted or required by your laws 

'This letter was published, for the first time, in an article by Mr. 
N. Taylor Phillips, LL. B., in the publications of the "American Jewish 
Historical Society," New York City, No. 11, 1903. Mr. Simpson, to 
whom the letter is written, was a prominent Jew of Baltimore, Md., 
and the matter of his complaint had relation to General Scott, then 
General of the United States army, presiding at a missionary conference. 
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would in no manner affect him in his military character; nor 
would it make him obnoxious to the censure of the Government 
for so doing. The United States have adventured upon a great 
and noble experiment, which is believed to have been hazarded in 
the absence of all previous precedent — that of total separation of 
Church and State. No religious establishment by law exists 
among us. The conscience is left free from all restraint and 
each is permitted to worship his Maker after his own judgment. 
The offices of the Government are open alike to all. No tithes 
are levied to support an established heirarchy, nor is the fallible 
judgment of man set up as the sure and infallible creed of faith. 
The Mohammedan, if he were to come among us, would have the 
privilege guaranteed to him by the constitution to worship ac- 
cording to the Koran ; and the East Indian might erect a shrine 
to Brahma if it so pleased him. Such is the spirit of toleration 
inculcated by our political institutions. The fruits are visible 
in the universal contentment which everywhere prevails. Chris- 
tians are broken up into various sects, but we have no persecution, 
no stake or rack — no compulsion or force, no furious or bigoted 
zeal; but each and all move on in their selected sphere, and 
worship the Great Creator according to their own forms and 
ceremonies. The Hebrew persecuted and down trodden in other 
regions takes up his abode among us with none to make him 
afraid. He may boast, as well he can, of his descent from the 
Patriarchs of Old — of his wise men in council, and strong men in 
Battle. He may ever more turn his eye to Judea resting with 
confidence on the promise that is made him of his restoration to 
that Holy Land, and he may worship the God of his fathers after 
the manner that that worship was conducted by Aaron and his 
successors in the priesthood, and tbe iEgis of the Government 
is over him to defend and protect him. Such is the great experi- 
ment which we have tried, and such are the happy fruits which 
have resulted from it; our system of free government would be 
imperfect without it. 

The body may be oppressed and manacled and yet survive; 
but if the mind of man be fettered, its energies and faculties per- 
ish, and what remains is of the earth, earthy. Mind should be 
free as the light or as the air. 

While I remain connected with the Government be assured, 
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Sir, that so far as the Executive action is concerned, the guaran- 
tees of the Constitution in this great particular will know no 
diminution. 

For your kind expression of good will towards me personally, 
I beg you to accept my thanks along with my best wishes for 
your health and happiness. John Tyler. 



VIKGINIA GAZETTE. 
Extracts. 

(Continued from Vol. XII., p. 220.) 
July 24, 1752. 

On Monday last, died, and this Evening was interr'd here, the 
Eev. and Hon. Doctor William Dawson, one of his Majesty's 
Council of this Colony, President of the College of William and 
Mary, and the Lord Bishop of London's Commissary for Vir- 
ginia. His conscientious and faithful Discharge of his impor- 
tant Public Trust, as well as his amiable Character in Private 
Life, having indear'd him to all who had the Honour of his 
Acquaintance; his Death is universally lamented. 

On Monday last the famous Tom Bell, after staying here four 
Days, left this Place without Molestation intending for his 
School in Hanover. If this Man, after the many Pranks he has 
play'd, is really sincere in his Professions of Eeformation, and 
his Intention of living an honest and industrious Life, it mav 
perhaps be a Surprise to many, who are apt to say, Can the Ethi- 
opian change this Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ; then also may 
he do good that has been accustomed to do evil. 

July 30, 1752. 

All Persons indebted to the Estate of Mr. Thomas Wharton, 
deceased, are desired to pay their respective Ballances before the 
25th of April next, or else their Bonds will be put into the Hands 
of an Attorney. I publish this Advertisement, that no one may 
complain of not having sufficient Notice. 

Thomas Dawson, Executor. 



